






within one of these forest islands, is a small zoo of 
native wildlife under the auspices of the Entidad Bi-
nacional Yacyreta (Yacyreta Dam Company).

Given the questions of origin arising from the 
sighting so close to a zoological collection, a second 
expedition was mounted by PS on 10 August 2013 
to attempt to relocate the birds and to find out more 
about their provenance. On this occasion a single fe-
male (based on brownish iris) was observed and pho-
tographed (Fig. 2). It allowed a fairly close approach 
(to about 10 m), but flushed when it became nervous 
and could not be relocated. A keeper working at the 
zoo confirmed that the birds (which he called Jaku 
hú) are wild and “arrived” in the forest about five 
years previous. He estimated the population to be “at 
least a dozen birds” and confirmed that they breed in 
the surrounding forest. He added that given the lack 
of persecution and the ready access to food prepared 
for the captive animals they had become more accus-
tomed to human presence over time allowing a closer 
approach. The keeper then showed us two agitated 
caged birds that they had trapped from this popula-
tion to form part of the zoo collection, circumstantial 

evidence that the free-flying birds did not originate 
in captivity.

Additional support for the presence of the spe-
cies in this area of Paraguay is provided by forest 
guards from the Reserva Natural Yacyreta (S27°25’, 
W56°26’) who also claim to know “Jaku hú” from the 
riparian forest of Isla Yacyreta, which they differenti-
ate from “Mitu” (Crax fasciolata) the only other Crac-
id known to occur in the reserve. However they state 
that illegal poaching within the reserve means the spe-
cies is extremely shy and hence difficult to observe.

Contreras & Acevedo (1997) list Refugio Atin-
guy, Misiones as a locality for the species in Paraguay, 
though it is unclear whether the reference provided, 
“Acevedo 1988”, refers to an unpublished sight record 
by the second author, or an untraceable publication 
which is not listed in the literature cited. The Refugio 
Atinguy was founded in 1982, and assuming that the 
Acevedo (1988) record is reliable, it casts doubt on 
the keeper’s statement that the birds first arrived five 
years previously to our records. However it would also 
confirm the presence of free-ranging birds at the local-
ity for at least a quarter of a century.

Figure 2: Dusky-legged Guan Penelope obscura obscura female, Refugio de la Vida Silvestre Atinguy, Departamento Misiones, Paraguay 
(PS, August 2013).
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On 9 November 2013 the dog-like barking 
alarm call of a Penelope was heard from gallery forest 
near the banks of the Tebicuary River south of Villa 
Florida, Departamento Misiones by PS. Though the 
calling individual was not seen, the locality falls well 
within the proposed range of P. obscura and outside 
the range of P. superciliaris, which has not been previ-
ously recorded from Departamento Misiones.

CONCLUSION

The precise distribution of Dusky-legged Guan 
in Paraguay remains far from clear but the paucity 
of recent observations suggests that the species is ei-
ther rare, localized or occurs in areas not habitually 
watched by observers.

Illegal hunting is an ongoing issue for Cracids in 
Paraguay, even in supposedly protected areas, and this 
has resulted in extremely furtive behavior when the spe-
cies are encountered in the field (Clay, 2001). Whilst 
this makes the population at Atinguy particularly re-
markable for its approachability, it also means that the 
species may be under-recorded in Paraguay because of 
a general assumption that all brief encounters with Pe-
nelope are referable to superciliaris. This is particularly 
possible at PN San Rafael where the two species may be 
at least partially sympatric (Zyskowski & Clay, 2001).

The new observations reported here are in ri-
parian habitat in an area of transition from Humid 
Chaco / Mesopotamian Grassland to what was his-
torically Atlantic Forest. Reports of the species in De-
partamento Ñeembucú and the Lago Ypoá area (Ace-
vedo et al., 1990) and historical reports from similar 
habitats in Departamento Presidente Hayes (Kerr, 
1892; Bertoni, 1930; Podtiaguin, 1945) seem plau-
sible, though the continued existence of the species 
there requires confirmation.

The potential presence of the subspecies brid-
gesi in the extreme northwestern Chaco, as reported 
by Podtiaguin (1945) requires investigation. Pearman 
(pers. comm. in Delacour et al., 2004) considers this 
subspecies to be tied to montane forest in the Yungas 
and Chaco-Yungas ecotone (habitats not present in 
Paraguay), and Mosqueira et al. (1995) describe it as 
preferring humid forest near water over nearby Cha-
co-type scrub in Provincia Salta, Argentina. There are 
currently no definite records of this subspecies from 
the true Chaco in Argentina or Bolivia which sug-
gests that its occurrence in Paraguay may be unlikely 
(Delacour et al., 2004). Interestingly an individual of 
P. o. bridgesi of unknown origin was photographed in 
Asunción Zoo on 13 January 2014 by Rob Clay.

Delacour et  al. (2004) describe the nominate 
subspecies as “one of the rarer cracid taxa”. The spe-
cies has declined in Argentina (del Hoyo, 1994) and 
a similar decline has probably taken place quietly in 
Paraguay where rates of habitat destruction are com-
parable. It is currently considered data deficient at 
the national level (Guyra Paraguay, 2005) but is po-
tentially vulnerable in the country (Brooks & Strahl, 
2000). Though Penelope obscura is classified as of Least 
Concern (BirdLife International, 2012), the sugges-
tion that it be a species complex (with much the most 
abundant taxon bridgesi also being the most distinct) 
(Delacour et al., 2004), means that the identification 
and protection of known populations at subspecies 
level takes on a new importance. Consequently the 
small population of approachable birds at Refugio 
Atinguy, whatever their origin, may be considered to 
be of national and perhaps international conservation 
importance.

RESUMEN

A pesar de repetidas referencias sobre la presencia de la 
especie en Paraguay, el estado de Penelope obscura si-
gue siendo debatido. Para aclarar los datos disponibles 
se provee una revisión de la literatura junto con datos de 
registros inéditos modernos que comprueban la presencia 
de la especie en Paraguay. Los limites de especies adentro 
del complejo obscura no están bien definidos, y por eso 
incluimos una discusión breve e la importancia potencial 
de las poblaciones Paraguayas para la conservación de la 
especie.

Palabras-Claves: Conservación; Distribución; Ga-
lliformes.
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