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Rosa del Aguaray (23°49’20.6’’ S, 56°27’50.5’’ W), in an 
area of agriculture punctuated by islands of Atlantic For-
est (Fig. 1). The specimen is deposited in the Para La Tierra 
collection, Laguna Blanca, San Pedro (CZPLT 069). Imag-
es are stored in the Fauna Paraguay (2011) photo database 
(FPREP 490–496). The specimen was glossy black dorsally 
except for the pale white supralabials, and white ventral-
ly, becoming darker to black posteriorly. CZPLT 069 is a 
male of 91.5 cm total length (73.7 cm snout–vent length), 
and the tail represents 19.5% of its total length. Scale counts 
are as follows: mid-dorsal scale rows 25, ventrals 187 (range 
178–183, n = 2; Giraudo 2002), and subcaudals 72, the first 
16 being entire (range 66–71, first 18–20 entire, n = 2; Gi-
raudo 2002).

Specimens BM 1960.1.2.98 and CZPLT 069 represent 
the first documented records of this species in Paraguay 
and extend the species’ known range within the Cerrado/
Paranaense ecoregion and into the Paraguay River drain-
age. The species might reasonably be assumed to be present 
in suitable habitats in other areas in Paraguay, too, forming 
a more or less continuous distribution between its known 
Brazilian and Argentine ranges, or the San Pedro popu-
lations may be isolated from Atlantic Forest populations 

Figure 1. Map of the known distribution (circles) of Rhachidelus brazili (based in part on Arruda et al. 2011) including the new 
Paraguayan localities (triangles). 1) San Pedro, near Santa Rosa (CZPLT 069); 2) Primavera (BM 1960.1.2.98). The erroneous locality 
in Tucumán, Argentina is not mapped.

Figure 2. Preserved Paraguayan specimen of Rhachidelus brazili 
(BM 1960.1.2.98). Photograph by NS. 
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some 200 km to the east. Motte et al. (2009) consider this 
species to be critically endangered in Paraguay, but given 
the limited sampling undertaken in the country it is prob-
ably just under-recorded.
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